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Richard Clauss, Hilmar, Calif., has been 
named the 78th recipient of the Master 

Breeder award of the American Jersey 
Cattle Association (AJCA).
 The Master Breeder Award is bestowed 
annually to a living AJCA member, family, 
partnership or corporation that, in the 
opinion of the Board of Directors, has bred 
outstanding animals for many years and 
thereby made a notable contribution to the 
advancement of the Jersey breed 
in the United States.
 Richard “Dick” Clauss is 
one of the dairy industry’s most 
distinguished individuals. He 
is known the world over for 
his roles as 30-year chairman 
of the board at Hilmar Cheese 
and president of Jerseyland 
Sires. Clauss has been named 
Dairyman of the Year by World 
Dairy Expo, Guest of Honor 
by National Dairy Shrine, and 
Innovative Dairy Farmer of the 
Year by the International Dairy 
Foods Association. He is one of 
four men to preside over both 
the American Jersey Cattle Club 
(AJCC) and National All-Jersey 
(NAJ) and three to receive the Jersey breed’s 
Distinguished Service Award and its Award 
for Meritorious Service.
 Long before the leadership roles and 
decades before the accolades, there were 
the cows.
 “Dick Clauss is, first and foremost, a 
dairyman and Jersey breeder,” noted Larry 
Schirm, strategic account manager for ABS 
Global Inc. From the onset, this industry 
titan has operated his business with the 
mindset that a better dairy product for 
consumers and a more profitable dairy farm 
can be simultaneously achieved by breeding 
superior Jersey cattle.
 With the Master Breeder award, Clauss 
becomes the only individual in history to 
receive each of the Jersey breed’s three 
highest honors.
 Clauss and his family milk more than 
3,300 Registered Jerseys in the Central 
Valley. Dick and his wife, Sharon, partner 
on the home farm and another dairy with 
daughters Kimberly Clauss Jorritsma and 
Karen Clauss Tate. Since 1995, dairy man-
ager Danny Avila has adeptly handled the 
management and feeding programs at both 
farms. Dick and Sharon also helped eldest 

an average of 21,899 lbs. milk, 985 lbs. fat 
and 785 lbs. protein on 1,445 cows. They 
rank among the top 40 herds in the country 
for genetic merit as well with herd average 
JPIs of +38 on both dairies. 
 Cows are housed in freestall barns 
and milked in a 50-cow rotary parlor at 
Clauss Dairy and a double-12 parabone 
parlor at Sunwest. All calves are raised at 
home. Corn, wheat, and alfalfa are raised 
as forages on 700-plus acres. Energy and 
supplements in the ration are purchased. 
The Clauss family installed a solar farm 
last year and are in the process of develop-
ing a methane digester. The latest venture 
to diversify is 110 acres of almond trees. 
Saplings were planted this year and are 
expected to yield a harvest in about four 
years.
 Though business has taken Clauss 
around the globe, in his heart remains the 
soul of a man who started his career milking 
a small herd of cows on a 40-acre farm in 
Hilmar in the early 1950s. When his father, 
Hugo, was diagnosed with a terminal ill-
ness, Dick put aside his college plans to 
work full-time at the dairy with his mother, 
Valentine.

 He purchased his first 20 Jersey cows 
in 1954 from a neighbor for whom he 
worked, then an additional 36 cows from 
another neighbor two years later. He built 
a new barn, bought another 37 cows, and 
began shipping Grade-A milk for the new 
All-Jersey program in 1957.
 In 1974, the family purchased a dairy 
across the road and another 300 head of 
Jerseys. By 1979, Clauss Dairy included 

two farms with 785 cows.
 A desire to improve the ge-
netic merit of the herd prompted 
Dick’s visits to New England, the 
“Cradle of the Jersey Business,” 
in the 1970s. A small group of 
Hilmar dairymen headed east 
to purchase production-focused 
bred heifers to improve the prof-
itability of their herds. This ini-
tiated a westward movement 
of Jerseys by the truckloads, a 
trend that continued another four 
decades and gave the Hilmar 
crew the seed stock they needed 
to develop their own world-class 
Registered Jersey genetics.
 The challenge of f inding 
Jersey sires with adequate prog-

eny performance data brought Clauss and 
Hilmar Jersey breeders Phil Fanelli and 
Duane Wickstrom back to New England 
on an impactful trip in 1979. After study-
ing pedigrees submitted to them through 
a Jersey Journal ad, the trio headed east 
to purchase a bull that could be used as a 
service sire for 10 dairies in Hilmar, and, 
ultimately, “proven” through their group. 
The sire selection committee made six 
subsequent bull runs to New England and 
officially established Jerseyland Sires in 
1980. It was natural for the group to choose 
Dick, their respected peer leader, as the 
inaugural president, a role he held until he 
officially retired in 2015.
 Jerseyland Sires was a novel idea at the 
time and a catalyst for the formation of 
other young sire groups. Among the early 
acquisitions was Highland Magic Duncan, 
purchased from Master Breeder Highland 
Farms of Cornish, Maine, and later leased 
to Select Sires Inc. as a progeny-proven 
sire. “Duncan” topped the list of Active 
A.I. bulls for six genetic evaluations and 
has a proof that includes more than 10,600 
daughters.

daughter, Kirsten, and her husband, C.A. 
Russell, establish a Yosemite Jersey Dairy 
in Hilmar.
 Both Clauss Dairy Farm and Sunwest 
Jerseys are enrolled on REAP and rank 
among the top 10 in the nation for pro-
duction based on herd size. Clauss Dairy 
Farm has a 2020 lactation average (m.e.) 
of 21,108 lbs. milk, 904 lbs. fat and 759 
lbs. protein on 1,937 cows. Sunwest has 
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 Over the past 40 years, Jerseyland has 
sampled more than 500 young bulls. Today, 
the organization releases about 30 bulls 
each year and markets semen through Alta 
Genetics and Select Sires as well.
 Some of these bulls have been devel-
oped by Clauss Dairy Farms and carry the 
farm’s CDF prefix. Some have risen in the 
ranks and impacted the breed as sires of 
sons. Among them are CDF Viceroy-ET, 
the second most heavily used sire of sons 
in 2018, and his maternal brother, CDF 
Karbala Kwynn, ranked #9 the same year. 
This past year, CDF Irwin Steve ranked #2 
with 122 Registered Jersey sons and JX 
CDF JLS Pilgrim Thrasher {6}-ET, out of 
a “Viceroy” daughter, ranked #4 with 94 
sons.
 To develop these superior genetics, 
Clauss has extensively used the Jersey 
association’s performance programs and 
services. Initially, this included enrollment 
on STEP and then REAP when it became 
available in 1995. Clauss Dairy Farms is a 
charter contributor to Project Equity, was 
an early user of paperless registrations, and 
genotypes thousands of animals each year. 
The dairy has used JerseyTags since July 
2003 and earned the distinction of own-
ing the 100,000th animal registered by the 
AJCA with double-matching ear tags. The 
heifer, Sunwest Carrier Mor Miss 1000000, 
was pictured on the cover of the May 2009 
issue of Jersey Journal as winner of the 
campaign to promote JerseyTags.
 While Clauss was growing and improv-
ing his herd, the Jersey breed and its as-
sociation were growing too, thanks in part 
to the volume of business conducted by the 
Hilmar dairies and their commitment to the 
Jersey organizations.
 “No other individual has done more to 
expand the number of Jersey cows with 
recorded identification and performance in-
formation than Dick Clauss,” wrote former 
AJCA Executive Secretary Calvin Coving-
ton, who headed the Jersey organizations 
while Clauss served as AJCA president. His 
influence in this area began in the late 1970s 
as an early user and promoter of Genetic 
Recovery. By enrolling his own herd in the 
program, he set an example and paved the 
way for tens of thousands of Jerseys to enter 
the Herd Register and provide performance 
data for breed improvement.
 Clauss has also impacted Jersey breed 
growth and genetic gain through his role 
at Hilmar Cheese. The story of how the 
company was established by Clauss and 
11 other Hilmar Jersey dairy producers in 
1984 as a means of getting a fair price for 
their component-rich milk is well known. 
The milk marketing vision is legendary in 

Jersey circles.
 Equally significant has been the growth 
of Jersey cow numbers in California and 
Texas over the past 15 years. “From 2003 
to 2018, the number of Jersey cows enrolled 
on official DHIA programs more than 
doubled,” noted Covington. “Eighty-seven 
percent of the increase was in California 
and Texas. Over 60% of the Jerseys on of-
ficial DHI plans are in these two states.”
 Hilmar Cheese was largely responsible 
for this growth because it operates two 
of the largest cheese plants in the world 
and pays a fair price for superior milk. As 
longtime leader of the company, Clauss 
rallied the flag for genetic gain by captur-
ing production, type, and health traits from 
these cows. He continued use of AJCA 
performance programs for his own herds 
and encouraged their use among supplier 
herds. The information these cows contrib-
ute to the domestic dairy database helps to 
validate genomic calculations and drive 
genetic gain.
 One cannot separate Dick Clauss, dairy 
industry visionary, from Dick Clauss, 
Registered Jersey breeder. They are the 
same man, a rare individual with a gentle 
demeanor and an innate ability to collabo-
rate and lead. 
 “He is a man of vision and practical wis-
dom combined with a gracious eloquence 
that is unsurpassed,” remarked Jim Quist, 
president of the California Jersey Cattle 
Association. “We have previously recog-
nized him for leadership activities in milk 
marketing and the Jersey organization, but 
he built all of that on the foundation of a 
committed Jersey breeder and dairyman 
who started with his family’s dairy farm on 
a scale that many of us can relate to over 60 
years ago.”

Master Breeders
1944 William MacPherson, Thomasville, Ga.*
1945 W. R. Kenan, Jr., Lockport, N.Y.*
1946 George W. Sisson, Jr., Potsdam, N.Y.*
1947 E. S. Brigham, St. Albans, Vt.*
1948 Guy Miller, Modesto, Calif.*
1949 Dr. Howard D. Odum, Chapel Hill, N.C.*
1950 Judge J. G. Adams, Asheville, N.C.*
1951 N. M. Tibbles, Independence, Ore.*
1952 Frank W. Barber, Fayetteville, Tenn.*
1953 Herman F. Heep, Buda, Texas*
1954 Dale Dean, Ridgeway, Mich.*
1955 Maurice Pollak, Lincroft, N.J.*
1956 J. L. Hutcheson, Jr., Rossville, Ga.*
1957 John R. Sibley, Spencer, Mass.*
1958 J. Chester Elliff, Tulia, Texas*
1959 A. W. Sweet, Sixes, Ore.*
1960 Col. H. G. Wilde, Lenox, Mass.*
1961 C. Edward Knolle, Sandia, Texas*
1962 Russel Hoar, Newark, Ohio*
1963 William Ross Proctor, Pittstown, N.J.*
1964 Clifton F. Russell, Rossville, Ga.*
1965 Chester Folck, Springfield, Ohio*
1966 C. Scott Mayfield, Athens, Tenn.*
1967 E. E. Greenough, Merced, Calif.*
1968 Henry Uihlein, Lake Placid, N.Y.*
1969 Charles S. Kelly, Hudson, Wis.*
1970 H. Fowler Hupman, Springfield, Ohio*
1971 Milton Humberd, Cleveland, Tenn.*
1972 Willis Rupert, New Waterford, Ohio*
1973 Earl Hutchinson, Tunbridge, Vt.*
1974 Antone J. Regli, Ferndale, Calif.*
1975 Mrs. Diana Ryan, Newport, R.I.*
1976 James and Georgia Pappas, Modesto, Calif.*
1977 Mrs. H. G. Wilde, Lenox, Mass.*

1978 Henry W. Black, West Baldwin, Maine*
1979 John Bishop VI, Columbus, N.J. *
1980 Mrs. A. G. Rankin* and Sons, Faunsdale, Ala.
1981 W. L. Payton, Stephenville, Texas*
1982 Curtis Hobson, Athens, Tenn.*
1983 Stanley N. Chittenden, New Lebanon, N.Y.* 
1984 Walter H.* and Joan Brown, Hughson, Calif.
1985 Newell Mills, Fallon, Nev.*
1986 John R. Owen, Lewisburg, Tenn.*
1987 Robert S. Pike* and Family, Cornish, Maine
1988 Ray Chamberlain, Wyoming, N.Y.*
1989 Ralph* and Betty Reichert, Riley, Kans.
1990 Stanley K. Bansen, Dayton, Ore.*
1991 Henry P. Knolle, Sandia, Texas*
1992 Phil V. Fanelli, Hilmar, Calif.*
1993 Dr. J. J. Malnati, Newberry, S.C.*
1994 Walter* and Sally Goodrich, West Danville, Vt.
1995 Edward, Harold, and Donald Wright, White River 

Junction, Vt.*
1996 Elmer D. Larson, Roy, Wash.*
1997 Albert Bradford, Turner, Maine*
1998 Robert Stiles Family, Clear Brook, Va.
1999 Robert and Barbara Howard, Tillamook, Ore.*
2000 Charles L. Lutz, Newton, N.C.*
2001 Duane Kuhlman, Snohomish, Wash.*
2002 Duane Wickstrom, Hilmar, Calif.
2003 James Chaney, Bowling Green, Ky.*
2004 Charles J. Steer, Cottage Grove, Tenn.
2005 William G. Mason Family, Buhl, Idaho*
2006 Aaron F. Richards, Farmington, Utah*
2007 Robert Bignami, Orland, Calif. and Harlan Askeland*, 

Orland, Calif.
2008 James S. Huffard III, Crockett, Va.
2009 Ahlem Farms Partnership and Ed Fisher*, Hilmar, 

Calif.
2010 Donald* and Elsa Sherman, Hilmar, Calif. 
2011 Dan Bansen, Dayton, Ore.
2012 Dutch Hollow Farms, Schodack Landing, N.Y.
2013 Bearl and Joanne Seals, Cloverdale, Ore.
2014 Silver Spring Farm, Syracuse, N.Y.
2015 Lyon Jerseys LLC, Toledo, Iowa
2016 Eric Leonard Silva, Beaver, Ore.
2017 David Allen, Reedsburg, Wis. 
2018 Ron and Christy Ratliff, Garnett, Kan. 
2019 Wilfred, Walter, and Roger Owens, Frederic, Wis.
2020 Don and Desi Josi, Tillamook, Ore.
2021 Richard Clauss, Hilmar, Calif.
* deceased


