
John Turner Tenneson
 John Turner Tenneson, Sedro-Woolley, 
Wash., 86, passed away peacefully at 
home on May 31, 2021.
 He was born on February 24, 1935, 
eldest son of the late Turner E. and Iola 
N.J. (Mandall) Tenneson. He lived his 
entire life on the family farm just outside 
Sedro-Woolley.
 John graduated from Sedro-Woolley 
High School in 1953 and then rented 
the farm with his late brother, Glen, that 
summer. They purchased the family’s 
herd of grade Holsteins to build on the 
small herd of registered animals that were 
bought as 4-H projects. They developed 
Skagvale Farms into a world renown herd 
of Registered Holsteins. The Tennesons 
bred and owned the Holstein breed’s 
former world milk champion, Skagvale 
Graceful Hattie, and four cows, alive at 
the same time, with combined lifetime 
production over one million pounds milk.
 John met his future bride, Beverly Willa 
McCready, at a high school football game 
in 1965 and married her in June 1966 in 
her hometown of Forest Grove, Ore. They 
returned to his family farm, where they 
built their home, raised their children, and 
worked together the rest of their lives. The 
Tennesons were named Skagit County 
Dairy Family of the Year in 1969.
 After retiring from daily operations 
at Skagvale Farms in 1999, John and 
Bev established Elysian Meadows, a 
Registered Holstein and Jersey herd 
and poultry flock. The dairy herd was 
intensively grazed and bred for longevity 
and production with a focus on outcross 
genetics.
 John was a member of the American 
Jersey Cattle Association. He was also 
active with Holstein Association USA, 
where he represented his state at the 
national convention many times and 
served on various special committees. He 
was a keynote speaker at dairy cattle events 
in the U.S., Canada, and several foreign 
countries. John sat on the board of the 
Northwest Dairy Association (Darigold) 
and served on the loan committee for 
Farmers Home Administration. He was a 
member of the Skagit County 4-H Club 
Leaders Council and a local club leader 
for many years. He belonged to Rotary 
International and served on the boundary 
review board for Skagit County and the 
board of trustees for Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church.
 John served six-plus years as a non-
commissioned officer in the U.S. Army 
Reserve and six months active duty at 

In Memoriam Fort Ord, Calif. He graduated first in his 
cooking school unit and was appointed 
company mess sergeant. He retired with 
the rank of sergeant first class.
 Among his hobbies were tending an 
enormous annual garden of vegetables and 
flowers and a beautiful fruit orchard. He 
enjoyed hiking remote trails in the North 
Cascades, crabbing at the family cabin on 
Samish Island, corresponding with “old 
timer” Holstein friends, and visits with his 
grandchildren.
 In addition to his wife of nearly 55 years, 
Bev, he is survived by children, Jonelle 
(Dan) Radford, Mark (Kim) Tenneson, and 
Carolyn (Ben) Wahl; three grandchildren; 
a brother, Dale; and numerous cousins, 
nieces, nephews, and friends.
 Memorials may be made to the grant 
program for the Washington Springtime 
Youth Calf Sale by contacting Liz 
Holtcamp at sycs4h@gmail.com.


